Why Do We Commemorate Bonfire Night?
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Catholic A Christian who is a member of the Roman Catholic Church

Conspirator
Gunpowder

Houses of Parliament

Plot
King James I Guy Fawkes Robert Protestant
of England Catesby
Treason

A person who plans to do something illegal or harmful
An explosive powder

The building in London where the government works
A secret plan to do something thatis wrong or illegal
A Christian who is not Catholic

When somebody tries to get rid of the king or queen of a country
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King James was
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Catholics would
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during his reign
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practised their
beliefs in secret.
If they were
caught then they
were punished.

Guy Fawkes was
a Catholic. He
kept his religion
a secret. He
didn’t like King
James’ strict
rules about
religion. In 1604
he learned
about a plot to
get rid of the
king. He met
with some
other men to
discuss blowing
up the Houses
of Parliament.

Guy Fawkes,
Robert Catesby
and some other

Catholicmen

designed a plot to
blow up the
Houses of
Parliament. King
James | received a
warning about the
plot and the
Houses of
Parliament were
searched. The
gunpowder was
found and the
plotters were
taken to the
Tower of London.

After the plot
had failed, the
government
passed an act
for an annual
church service
on the 5t
November to
give thanks to
God. We
commemorate
the gunpowder
plot on Bonfire
Night when we
light bonfires
and set off
fireworks.



