Poulton Lancelyn Primary School

Dear Parents, 19t October 2023

At Poulton Lancelyn, we foster and encourage a love and enjoyment of reading. Extensive educational
research shows that an enjoyment of reading helps towards improving attainment across the curriculum.
Therefore, we are dedicated, as a school, to ensuring all pupils have ample opportunities to read widely. We
also want to ensure that pupils are continuing to develop their love of reading at home. In order to support
this, we have decided to replace our ‘reading record’ system with new initiatives to further promote a love
of reading. Please see the list below of the new and pre-existing reading initiatives we have at Poulton
Lancelyn.

RWI Phonics

As a school, we follow the RWI Phonics programme in EYFS, KS1 and some KS2

groups. This phonics programme is government approved and provides pupils with
decodable books to build confidence in their reading ability. PTNOTI.

KS1 Book Club
In KS1, pupils read a high quality text together, as a class, to form a ‘book club’. All pupils read the same
text and have the opportunity to discuss the text together as a class.
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Our ‘Once Upon A Story’ lists have been created to ensure that KS1 pupils
are being exposed to a range of text types each half term. These stories are
read aloud to the pupils across the half term so that children gain
familiarity with these high quality texts and develop a love of reading within
the classroom. These lists can be found on our website if parents wish to
purchase any of the chosen books to read at home as a family.

Super Six (EYFS)

Similarly to our ‘Once Upon A Story’ lists, our ‘Super Six’ is a range of texts that EYFS pupils will enjoy
throughout the year. Each half term, class teachers will focus on six main texts to read to the pupils in
order to build familiarity and enjoyment of a range of high quality text types. These lists can be found on
our website if parents wish to purchase any of the chosen books to read at home as a family.

Mystery Reader (EYFS)

Beginning in autumn 2, EYFS staff will send out a letter asking parents to sign up to their ‘mystery leader’
list. Each week, each class will then invite a pupil’s family member in to school to read a story to the class.
EYFS staff will be in touch to organise this further.

Starbooks (KS2)

Our Starbooks menus contain a variety of books that have been specially selected to ensure
that pupils are accessing a diverse range of text types. Each term, pupils will have the
opportunity to earn rewards for their reading. Every time a child reads a book from the
Starbooks menu, they will receive a stamp on their Starbooks loyalty card. After five
stamps, pupils will receive a special treat. If by the end of term, they have managed to
achieve ten stamps, they will be invited to our Starbooks 'coffee' morning.




*NEW?* Reading Tree (Whole School)

In our school hall, we will be displaying Poulton Lancelyn’s ‘Reading Tree’. If pupils have a favourite book
that they enjoy reading with their families at home, they can request a ‘leaf’ from their class teacher and
write their name and favourite children’s book on it. This leaf will then be put on display on our reading
tree. We hope to have a range of family-favourite children’s books filling our reading tree.

*NEW?* Half Termly Book Club (KS2)

In KS2, within the last week of half term, a letter will go out to remind pupils to bring in a book that they
have read at some point during the half term. If it is a school book that they have already returned to the
library, they can just bring the name of the book. They will then discuss their book of choice with their class
and explain what the book was about and whether they would recommend it to others.

*NEW?* BookSnaps (Whole School)

Using our homework platform, Seesaw, we would like pupils to put up pictures of themselves reading at
home. This could be pictures of them reading their phonics book, a Starbooks book, or just any book that
they are enjoying reading at home at the moment. This will help our teachers to gain an understanding of
who is reading at home and who may need some further encouragement.

Yours sincerely,

Mr Milne
Headteacher



