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Read, Write, Inc. 

We use the ‘Read, Write Inc.’, literacy 
programme designed by Ruth Miskin. 

The whole programme covers phonics, 
reading, writing and spelling.  



Why                      Phonics?

The programme is systematic and structured, 
meaning that the demands of the national 

curriculum are met and your child is prepared for 
the Phonics Screening Check in June. 



Every word is made up of sounds.

• How many sounds are in the word cat?

• How many sounds are in the word ship?

• How many sounds are in the word light?

What is phonics?



C-a-t    

- 3 sounds each represented by a single     
letter.

Sh-i-p

- 3 sounds. Sh is one sound represented 
by two letters (digraph)

L-igh-t

- 3 sounds. Igh is one sound represented 
by three letters (trigraph)



A bit of technical vocabulary…

Phoneme – spoken sounds 

Grapheme – how we write 
each of the spoken 
sounds e.g the spoken 
sounds ‘f’ is written using 
the graphemes f, ff, ph.



• Do you know how many sounds 
are in the English language?

• Do you know how many 
graphemes we use for these 
sounds?
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Speed sounds lesson

At the start of the RWI lesson all groups 
have a speed sounds lesson to learn and 
review sounds and alternative graphemes.

The children practise saying the sound 
using MTYT and then read the sound in 
words and alien words. They then write a 
few words using the sound to consolidate 
their learning. 









Why                      Phonics?

The children receive a new RWI phonics book 2-3 
times a week. They will also receive an additional 

book from our school reading scheme. These book 
bands are aligned to the RWI scheme, ensuring 
that the children are consolidating the phonics 

they have learnt and applying these skills in 
context. 



Purple, pink and orange book bands follow a 3 day timetable (5 
day for yellow, blue and grey). Throughout this time the 
children read the story three times in school. 

The first read is for accuracy. We discuss the meaning of new 
vocabulary and ensure that the children are decoding 
correctly. 

The second read is for fluency. The children should be reading 
the words more fluently than on the first read. The teacher 
also reads the story to the children to model reading with an 
expressive voice. 

The third time we read is for comprehension. Once the 
children can read the text accurately and fluently, they are 
able to think about the meaning and context of the text. We 
practise answering comprehension questions verbally. 





Each book contains speed sounds, story 
green words, red words and speedy green 
words.  We read all of these words as a 
group and with partners throughout the 3 
days. This is to build fluency. 

The story and speedy green words are 
linked to the text and are phonetically 
decodable. They consolidate sounds and 
suffixes previously taught. 





Red words are not phonetically decodable 
(* words mean the sound hasn’t been 
taught yet). 

These grids contain words from the Year 
1 common exception words list. Children 
should be able to read and spell these 
words by the end of the year. 



How do phonics help us read? 

Say “hello” to Fred. 

Fred can only talk in sounds...

He says “m_a_t.” Not mat.

We call this Fred Talk.

The children sometimes read the word 
using ‘Fred in your head’



How do phonics help us read? 

Can you Fred talk the word 

telephone?



How do phonics help us read? 

T-e-l-e-ph-o-n-e

The e is working in three ways.

E (short vowel sound)
Ee (long vowel sound)
O_e (split vowel digraph – the ‘e’ changes the sound 
of the ‘o’)



We use Fred fingers 
(sounding out a word) to 
help us spell within phonics 
lessons and across the 
wider curriculum. 



The children also complete spelling, grammar, punctuation and 
handwriting activities for each phonics book. We practise 
building sentences using key words from the story using Hold a 
Sentence and Build a Sentence activities. This feeds into a 
longer piece of writing which is completed on day 3. 

This is an opportunity to apply the vocabulary they have 
learned. 



National Phonics Screening Check – Year 1

• The National phonics screening check is a statutory 
assessment that was introduced in 2012 to all Year 1 pupils.

• The phonics screening check in 2020 during June. 

• It comprises of a list of 40 words; 20 real words and 20 
nonsense words. 

• It will assess phonics skills and knowledge learned through 
F2 and year 1.



• Your child will read the test in a one to one situation. 
They will read up to 4 words per page and they will 
probably do the check in 10‐15 minutes. They will be 
asked to ‘sound out’ a word and blend the sounds 
together to read the word. 

• The children have plenty of exposure to nonsense words 
so they are well prepared for the test. We read alien 
words during every RWI lesson. 

• We will be using past test papers throughout the year 
to familiarise the children with the format. 





National Phonics Screening Check – Year 1



How to help your child at home…



You can read stories with your child. 
Relentlessly.
Read favourite stories over and over again 

Read some stories at a higher level than they 
can read themselves.

Listen to them reading their RWI books. 
These books are designed to ensure that the 
children feel successful and confident when 
reading to motivate them to read for 
pleasure.

.









Talking

Talk to your child as much as possible and ‘feed’ 
them new and ambitious vocabulary

“Let’s eat our lunch now.”

“Let’s munch our lunch now.”

“Let’s scoff our lunch now.”

“Let’s devour our lunch now.”



Please remember:

When reading with your child at 
home, it is meant to be easy! 

They are consolidating what they 
have learnt at school, not learning 
anything new. If they find it too 

difficult they will not enjoy 
reading at home. Reading should 

be a pleasurable activity. 



Practise alien words

• There are lots of practise tests online if you google 
‘phonics screening check practise materials’ (we use 
the national past test papers from 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-
curriculum-assessments-practice-materials#phonics-
screening-check-resources for assessments so please 
avoid using these)

• You can make up your own alien words using set 1, 2 
and 3 sounds. Please make sure children never write 
alien words, only read them.

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-practice-materials#phonics-screening-check-resources


You can order the resources online but please avoid buying the 
phonics reading and writing books used in school.

https://global.oup.com/education/content/primary/series/rwi/pa

rents/

More information and videos can be found on 
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/.

https://global.oup.com/education/content/primary/series/rwi/parents/
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/


Thank you for coming.

If you have any questions 
please do come and ask.


